[Comparative analysis of the "Meller-5" and somatic mosaicism methods with relation to the activity of standard mutagens].
The study of the genotoxic activity of ethidium bromide and bleomycin by the two methods in Drosophila melanogaster showed that both drugs possess the mutagenic activity. The comparison of the data obtained for both drugs by the methods of recessive, sex-linked, lethal mutations and somatic mosaicism indicates the quantitative and qualitative similarity of their mutagenic action. The results make it possible to regard the method of somatic mosaicism as a promising test for primary evaluation of mutagenic properties of chemical compounds.